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M*- Tonges Uindication, - 


In Anſwer to the Malicious and Lying Aſperſions thrown 


upon him by Themſoz and-the Obſervaror : 


Veritas non qnerit Angulos. 


4 


He Preſs was never fuller of Seditious 
Pamphlets then at this time, wherein 

Men make it their chief buſine(s and 

| Study. to create Feuds and Animoſi- 
ties amongſt his RN ood Subjects, by crea- 
ing falſe Reports; for this Reaſ>n I choughe I was 
mn in Conſcience to vindicate my ſelf trom that 
ſcandalous and lying Aſperſion that Thomſon has 
thrown upon me in his Domeſtsck Intelligence of the 
third inſtant, wherein he falſly intimates, as if I 
had formerly ſworn, that Exzerel Tonge was the 
chief contriver of the Popiſh-Plot, diſcovered by a 
Man, &c. Therefore being deeply ſenſible of 
what evil conſequence this notorious Lye may he, 
do ſolemoly declare,that what w:s printed hy the 
faid Thomſon, was done without my know ledge or 
conſent, having ſome time ſince, given atrue and 
full Account of thoſe perfons (that would have tra- 
pan'd and jindeayoured to make me iwear, that my 
Father. and Doctor-Ox:es were the contrivers of 
the Popiſh-Plot) in my caſe which was printed by 
Mr. C —in the New Exchange in the Straad ; 
but by ſome indire&t mcans or other, was ſtifled, 
and never tiffer*d to come abroad; in which Nar- 
rative, 1 have diſcovered nothing but the naked 
Truth, with the ſeveral Arguments and induce- 
meats they made uſe of , to: make nie accuſe my 
deceaſed Parent, and yet notwithſtanding all this, 
Thomſen and the Obfervator have the impudeace 
to affirm the contrary ; we live in a very profli- 
gate Age,wherein ſome perſons aſſume an unheard 
of impudence, who never value any mans Repu- 
ration , provided they may be gainers by what 
they print; | I confeſs, and ingenuouſly acknow- 
ledge tothe world, that indigency (through the 
inſtigation of men of ill principles) had imbarkr 
Sme on a vexy unnatural attempt, no leſs than the 
accuſing of my own innocent Parent , wailft, he 
was living, I was very ſenſible how cloſe my undu- 
Tifulneſs ſtuck to him ; and therefore by all imagi- 
-nNable Demonſtrations I endeavour'd to make my 
forrow known for ſo great a fault. Great ſinners 
we read of in Scripture that have upon their na- 
Feigned Repentance been reccived unto Mercy: it 
has often been my ſerious and heartyPrayer to God 
through the merits of the bic{ed Jeſus, that he 
would vouchſafe to pardon me; and I hope my 


Prayers have been accepted at the Throne of Gtace 


and truly during my confinement, now upwards of 
a twelve-month, in great want ard diſtrefs, this 
was the greateſt content ard {atisfaftion that 


buoy*d up my ſin ing ſpirits, that I had diſcharged 
a good Conſcience, little expeCting that any whi- 
fling Intelligencer, or Crackfarting Cbſervator, 
would have ſo impudent to have endeavoured 
to impoſe ſich ſcandalous and lying Rumours up- 
on the Nation in reference to my concern ; I have 
wore than once by writing ſatisfied Do&tor Oats 
(ſince rey my Caſe ) that I was extreamly 
troubled that I ſhould be fo very imprudent to be 
I to go abont to ſtifle his Evidence, and 
nce my firſt commitment from the Council, it was 
my defire to diſcover thoſe perſons that were my 
chief Abettors, which 1 have candidly laid down 
in My Narrative,and being nothing but the Truth, 
will vindicate it ſelf without any Apology, and 
however I may be cenſur'd by ſome, I bleſs God 
for it, I have not fo ſear'd a Conſcience as to ju- 
ſtify ſo falſeand Villanous a thing which is caſt 
upon me,, in ſo weighty a concern as the Popiſh- 
Plot, which has had ſo many evident and remark- 
able proofs ro confirm the yerity of it, and maugre 
the malice of a:! opmoſerz, remains invincible and 
triumphant, when ib reſt of th-ir ſhams dwindle 
and expire ir.to nothing. The Obieryator wio often 
turns the moſt ſerious expreſſions into ridicule, 
mentions how 7 was firſt trapan'd to ſugzeſt thar 
ſtory againlt my Father, &c. then he goes on with 
this impudent ſtu, -by way of diſtin&tion, all this * 
may very well be Whig, but whether he meant - 
the Father of his Country, or his Father by Gene- 
ration is the queſtion, &c. To this 7 anfwer,that 
for my Vindication /do refer my ſelf to. my Caſe 
and that it was not my own vcluntary Act, will 
ſufficiently appear to thoſe that have ever perus'd 
it ; neither. did 7 verify or aſſert any thing by 
dreadful imprecations : for the firſt ground for that 
lying Rumour was, that Ely having heard that my 
Uncle, Captain Toxge, was with m2, and that / 
had made a true Confeſſion to him concerning 
what had paſt betwixt ns, fearing leaſt ic might 
prejudice him ; when he was at Wizdſor drew up a 
Paper, wherein he would have had me declared 
with many ſolemn imprecations, as in the preſence 
of God Almighty , that 7 had declar'd nothing 
but the Truth concerning my Father; this Paper 
he wou'd have forced me to Sign, but 7 perceiving - 
the Villanous Deſign of it, refuſed it, it being no 
other than Eh*s Roguery to ſave his own Bacon ; 
but his /mpudence, as it 1s ſuperlative, cannot reſt 
here; for thus he goes cn, do really helieve he 
told the Xing little more, = he hd ſaid many, 
agd 


zrd m7ny a time to other people long before he 
3ad made apy applicatiog-to his Majelty, . + 
» To this 1 bafiver that Ely was tteperſon who 
zad me to the King who told me at the Garter 
Tavern in Windfor., that / muſt recollect my, ſelf, 
ard ſay ſoracthing which might give his Majeſty 
fome ſatisfattion : when I came roghy Li's 
I gave his Majeſty a ſhort account ,as / had hear 
it from my fathers own mouth, that Doctor Gatcs 
after he came from St Omers firlt imparted the 
Plot to him , and aiterwards gave him his aſſiſtance 
to bring his papers into the Concell ; then 7 de- 
clat*d that I was wholy-ignorant as to any [Lran{- 
ations relating to the Plot, by reaſon 7 was _ 
come from the Univerſity, and then kept a ſchool. 
at a place calPd L«:07 in Bedfordſhire, when the 
firſt diſcourſe of the Popiſh plot, was noiſed about 
theCountrye whereunto his Majeſty was pleafed ro 
replie , that he had been mifinform*d concerning 
me , bur ſhculd be very glad to be. inf6rn'd of the 
Truth, and would. be glad. ro ſpeak , 'with my 
father, would he reſolve him but forac few Que- 
ſtions he would propound to him. 

This was all the Diſcourfel1 had with the King, 
which I the rather mention. new ,, becauſe Leave 
but a very ſhort hint of it in my Narrative ; but 
the 'Obſervator -abhors plain dealmg,” and to 
hear the Truth, and therefore ſtrives ro' palliat 
it by canning ſubterfuges and Evahons, the better 
to curry favour with his Party : Whilſt Trurh 
is as bold as a Lyon and abhtorring . ſach indi- 
rect - meanes, ſoou unmasks this cour terfet © Pre- 
teas, Notwithſtanding all the ſubrle windings 
he makes to no other purpoſe , then as prepa- 
ratives 2nd "incentives to Faction and Rehellion: 
creating fears and jcalouſies in the hearts cf the 
people , excellently well read in Plurv*s politiks, 
wh.oſe faithfull Dredge he is notwithſtarding thoſe 
ſpecious Pretenccs he would impoſe on the over 
crcedalous, that what hedoes 1s cnely cur of a cor- 
date zeale for the' ſervice of his King and Country. 

Ard now having ſufficiently vindicated my 
felf, from the malicious and lying aſperſions pur 
vpon. me by Thcmſen , and th2 Obſervator I 
rerurn to- the Pauquetier , who amongſt them 
all is the onely perſon that has done me that 
Juſtice ,. candidly. to repreſent my condition to 
the world , perferming the part of an honeſt man, 
iu declaring the.great ſorrow wherewith my ſp1- 
ritz have een cppreſI*d for the unnaturall villany 
I was perſivaded to perpetrate apainlt my decea- 
ſed Parent, and truely my Grief is ſo great for 
ir; that many times | have had a ſcrious reſolu- 
ticn in my ſelf, (if it ſhould ple ſ: God I ever 
got my Enlargement) ro tranſport my ſelf to 
ſome remote- Region , the horror of the fact 
having made fo. dcep: an impreſſion on my ſenti- 
ments, that Lfaficy'd I ſhonld never be able ro 
walk the ſtrcets in quier; bur then again upon ſe- 
x01:d the ngtes I have checkt my 1clt , and fome- 
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thing alleviated my ſorrows with that expreſſion 
Sbolyg ob, to. higithat is dtfictedPitty ſhould 
| hewp hinby. his friend , conſidering with my 
{c we are or at leaſt thanld Þ& all Brethren 
and Friends of the fame profeſſion of Chriſtianity, 
and: therefcre ſhoutg [even witty teares pitty the 
the miſeries, and paſs by the [ailings one of ano-, 
thev flebile ___ as proper to 'man as vilibile ; 
1 did not then all together diſpair ; that conſi- 
.dering myjuvenile years, ſhould I ever get a broad, 
'tTme would commiſerate me , beccming truly 
penitent for my unnatural att , whilſt my Teares 
being. inſtead of 2 Fordan, a pool of Siloam, to 
cure the ſores , and cleanſe rheLeproly of my ſinns 
Since my lenge reſtraint, means has not been 
wanring by ſome to make me recant my caſe 
uſing thoſe plaufibte Arguments to induce me to 
it, which they zre never without, to wit, Mony;, 
Cloathes, Linne-, a:d what elſe of conveniercy, 
I could propoſe tu 'my ſelf, being now in a very 
mydigent condition en the common fide of the 
Kings Bench; but koteſty as it is the beſt Policy; 
ſo a good co. ſcience is that which will bring'a 
= peace at the laſt ; and therfore _—_— 
ſuch, offers, I will rather reſt my ſelf contente 
with my mean condition, fe:ſt ing on the divine 
Providence, (extolling his unſpeakable goodnefs 
and ' mercy towards mee , wko-by afflicting has 


- ſnarcht me as-a firebrand out of/ the fire) who 


knows what is | beſt for mee, then by unjuſt 
means gain the riches ' of Creſus, ard with 
ir the hatred of the Divinity, ard the 
th? contempt and fſczrn of all :good men; 
moſt perſons adore the riſing Sun y and when a 
man is once ander a cloud, every onc'is too apt to 
trample upon , and expoſe him to the 'obloquy of 
a cenſorious, World; ' therefore it behoves me 
toſtand upon my Guard , and by- the force of 
"Truth repell thoſe vicious calumnies, which are 
caſt upon me ; which I hope is here. performed 
to the content and fatisfattion of all truc w;biaft 
proteſtants ; 2nd now having fully diſcharged a 
good: conſcience the main end of this vindication; 
leaſt therefore | ſhould be thought too prolix ," I 
"will conclude all with this hearty /prayer : God 
Iln1zhty vouchſafe to be prepitious ana m 

ulT ro us,unite all our differences and diſtrafttions, 
and regulate out diſorders,compoſe our Breaches, 
enc Feal our Land, bleſs and guide our gracious 
Soveraign ard his whole Councell , that we may# 
leade a peacable life in all godlineſs and honeſty. 
I doe farther declare that from the bottome- ot 
of my heart, I abkorre all Popiſh ptinciples -and 
practizes, and am a zealous admirer and profeſior 
of the Reformed Proteſtant Religion; as it is now 
eſtabliſht in the Church of England ; and what 1 
have fayd here was up mature'deliberation, and 
I doe ſolemnely proteſt in the pieſence-of the great 
Fehovah , it is nothing bur the Truch, witnets 
my hand , | 


SIMSON T9 NGE. 
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